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Goal One: Resource Stewardship
Prioritize research-based educational programming and
interdisciplinary collaboration to promote the responsible
stewardship and sustainable practices of Fort Bend
County’s natural resources for both new and established
landowners, and across various sectors and industry
partnerships.

Goal Two: Youth Development
Enhance the programming and resources available to
schools and families both of which are necessary to
broaden concepts in agriculture, natural sciences, human
nutrition, and community health for the next generation of
Fort Bend County citizens and leaders.

Goal Three: Community Sustainability

Encourage innovation, deliver science-based preventive
health programming, and provide the operational support
necessary to sustain an environment of readiness,
preparedness, opportunity, protection, and resiliency in
Fort Bend County cities and communities.

Goal Four: Economic Strength
Enhance the efficiency, profitability, and resiliency of
agriculture, natural resources, food systems, and local
economies in Fort Bend County, the state of Texas, and
around the world.

Goal Five: Healthy Living
Provide innovative service and educational programming to
apply, coordinate, and integrate scientific evidence at the
intersection of nutrition, human health, and agriculture.

Program Spotlight: Internships

Quarterly Update v
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3,101

Contacts in 1-to-1 meetings

2,826

Educational Program Participants

Educational Sessions

1,392

Educational Contact Hours

61 Promotional Events
reaching 10,349 people

4,483

NEWSLETTER CONTACTS

M\lumbers from AgriLife TAMED reporting system
06/1/25 - 8/31/25 as of September 12,2025 __—
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L to R: Ava, Jasmine, Derrick, & Alyssa
Interns learned about Extension work
by helping, leading, and learning.
Above: A “Snack and Learn” session
with yogurt parfaits to represent the
many layers of Extension work
Below: At the 4-H outreach day camp
and interactions with County
Commissioners Court

) Leadmg by example on the smoothie bike
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Fort Bend County Extension was fortunate to have
four interns this summer! All are Fort Bend County
natives happy to work near home. They were a great
team and are each talented individuals.
Fort Bend County Youth Employment Program:
¢ Derrick Pittman, Urban Forestry major,
Southern University, Baton Rouge, LA
¢ Alyssa Hernandez, Criminal Justice major, Sam
Houston State University, Huntsville, TX
Texas State University, San Marcos, TX, USDA
Workforce Development Grant Intern Program:
¢ Ava Gonzales, Horticulture major
¢ Jasmine Cruz, Animal Science major

Meeting Commissioner McCoy Observing Court

AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU
PVAMU.EDU/CAFNR/EXTENSION/

FORT BEND COUNTY
June, July, August | 2025
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Helping Texans Thrive

Administration

Dr. Amy Ressler, County Extension Director
Cheryl Wasicek, Administrative Manager
Doug Staff, Technical Assistant

Karen Santos, Sr. Administrative Assistant
Robert Perez, Office Assistant

4-H Youth Development

Dr. Willa Williams, County Extension Agent -
4-H Youth Development

Jose Cavazos, PVAMU Extension Agent -

4-H Youth Development

Priscilla Ofori, County Extension Agent -
Urban Youth Development

Jarielle Afolabi-Craige, Sr. Office Assistant

Agriculture & Natural Resources/
Horticulture

Jody Taylor, County Extension Agent -
Horticulture

Dr. Abdul Hakeem, PVAMU Extension Agent -
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Rowdy Sandoval, County Extension Agent -
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Brandy Rader, Program Coordinator -
Master Gardeners/Master Naturalists
Gabrielle Butler, County Extension Educator -
Community and School Gardens

Lorraine Niemeyer, Sr. Office Assistant

Family & Community Health
Leticia Hardy, County Extension Agent -
Family & Community Health

Celeste Feast, County Extension Agent -
Family & Community Health

Erica Knighton, PVAMU Extension Agent -
Family & Community Health

Sujata Jhangiani, Extension Assistant -
Expanded Food & Nutrition Education
Victoria Zwahr, Program Coordinator -
Family & Community Health

Community & Economic

Development
Janelle Johnson, PVAMU Extension Agent -
Community & Economic Development




AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES/HORTICULTURE

The Grow Your Own series completed the program year with the final two
classes for FY 25. Classes are in person at the Bud O’'Sheiles Community Center,
but everyone who registers receives a link to view a recording afterward.

On June 6, the topic was “Composting” and 209 people registered while
36 attended in person. On August 9, “Cool Season Vegetables and =
Herbs" had 405 registered and 72 attended in person. »k%@lé«/
Landscape Success classes are always offered virtually. On June 27, the
topic was Tree Care Basics, 172 guests registered and 46 attended in
real time. On August 22, “Winter Protection” had 283 registered and 62 |
attended in real time. New classes for FY 26 will resume in January.

FBCMGA maintains

s Several Demonstration

i Gardens around the

% Extension Office.
Recently, the
“Homeowners
Association”

section was updated.

& Community and School Garden Coordinator, Gabrielle Butler, is working with the

Agent, Celeste Feast, met with Jalon Debbs and Melvin Findley to discuss possibilities
for the greenhouse on site. Gabrielle supports volunteers maintaining a community
SN = garden at the Sugar Land Library. She presented at the Missouri City Church of
 Le ersh/'p Academy is Christ Garden event on June 14, the Community Benefit Fair at the Fondren Seventh

growing greatness with jalon,  pay Adventist Church on July 27, and the Richmond Rotary Club on August 12.
Gabrielle, Celeste, and Melvin

Horticulture Agent, Jody Taylor, worked with Harris and Waller County agents to
host a Texas Superstar Plant Trail at the Brookwood Community where people §
could vote on their favorites. Superstars are plants that thrive in Texas climate. Jody
scouted rice fields at Stasney's farm with Specialist Dr. Young-Ki Jo and Paul Goetze
on July 17 and August 20. He also attended field days by Bayer. Jody serves as
advisor to the Beekeepers Association. Looking forward, he's been proactive in  “Texas Superstar p/antsisp/ay
moving the 41% Annual Vegetable Conference to the Epicenter in February 2026! at Brookwood Community.

Earth Kind Kids Camp is a highlight of Extension programs
each summer, held at the Fairgrounds. The event is planned
b and implemented by the Youth Activities Committee (YAC) of
the Fort Bend Master Gardener Association. The camp
# welcomed 21, 4™ and 5" grade students who spent 4 days with
100 YAC volunteers giving 682 volunteer hours and 12 guest
speakers, July 21-24. Learning and laughing was had by all!

Pictured below are just a few scenes from the camp including showing off for parents, amazing volunteers, junior helpers, Cowboy Larry, and fun hats.

Pictured above: Campers collected canned food to donate
241 items for a total of 150 pounds of food to a local food pantry

PV Ag Agent, Dr. Abdul Hakeem, presented “Grow Without Soil: Basics of Aquaponics
& Hydroponics” at George Memorial Library on June 28 with 23 in attendance,
= “Rainwater Harvesting Workshop” on July 10 with 19 people (pictured left), “Integrated
#4 Pest Management Workshop” on August 19 with 9, “Feral Hog Management and
Wildlife Census using Thermal Drones” on August 27 with 9 attendees, and “Soil
™ Health and Cover Crops” workshop on August 22 with 9. He participated in the Soilless
& Gardening Event at Club365 in Houston with 35 attendees and the Fondren Seventh Day
Adventist Church Back to School Event on July 27 with 300+ attending.

Fort Bend County Extension Report - FY25Q4 Page 2 of 6



Summertime is a busy time in 4-H!

o
Jaelyn Mattheessen
La:'ton *1cAdam= 1

Texas 4-H Robotics
Scholarships at Texas 4-H Roundup ~ “Salute to Excellence” Judging Contest award assembly Camp - First Aid Contest at Roundup

Texas 4-H Roundup ~ 4-H County Day

= L 8 s 2 Tk
Fort Bend 4-Heers received $30 000in Veena Pena - Texas 4-H Texas 4-H Horse

nl.
Archery

: State Insect i BT A T
h Texas 4-H Virtual Y87 = - : rd FBC’s Ou Bq 4-
ShootOut e Collection Fort Bend C_ounty Texas Plgced 3% fort Bend's Healthy Texas Youth FBC's Outdoor Explorers 4-H Club
belt buckle Sportfishing Entomology in National Wildlife Habitat Ambassadors Tedm won 1% Place at the Texas 4-H
winners Tournament Contest Education Project (WHEP) contest Outdoor Challenge Contest

g PV 4-H Agent Jose Cavozos attended the PV Summer Agent Training and
4 presented his “School of Fish” program for other agents. He became
g certified in Red Cross First Aid. He assisted with “Camp Third Coast” with

== - 45 4th graders (pictured left) in Galveston, “YEA REAP Camp” with 150 high
school students across the country “Juntos” Camp with 40 Juntos 4-H club members, Jr Youth Leadership Lab,

PV Virtual Youth Lab, and PV Goat Judging Clinic/ PV State Goat Judging Contest. Back at home, he helped lead the
Fort Bend 4-H Day Camp at Jones Creek Ranch Park. He ended the summer at the annual PV “ARE” Conference.

Fort Bend County was one of the first to offer “MyPI Texas,” a (@ e e

nationally recognized youth preparedness program. 4-H . lursomsszmmersoms
Agent Dr. Willa Williams, and Disaster Assessment and
Recovery (DAR) Specialists Stephen Burnett & Will Stevens led
the camp. Eight youth participated in an intense 5-day, 45
hour training course, July 14-18, with Community Emergency
_. Response Team training and Red Cross Adult and Pediatric
L4/ CPR/AED/First Aid Certification. Each teen must complete an .

emergency communication plan and kit for their familyand at . . . .. ...
least 6 others. They received a CERT response bag worth over  mypi graduate, Zoe Pena,
' $150 and were recognized at the 4-H Awards ceremony. L

teach others

| The Fort Bend 4-H Program celebrated FY25 and looked
forward to FY26. The annual awards ceremony was held on
- August 2, with more than 100 awards announced, $3,000 in

scholarships given, and over 130 people in attendance. :
g Open House events were held on August 4 in Fulshear,
_ : : August 12 in Sienna, and August 19 in Rosenberg. More than
Dr. Willa Williams fed the annual 20 NEW families attended the events to learn more about 4-H. !

. . Robotics project Kids sw new
Awards Ceremony on Aug 2 Everyone is looking forward to a great year! families how its done at Open House

2024- 2025 Fort Bend County 4-H Enrollment

Clover Group
Kids Enroliment Enroliment
32 6,424 6,948
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY HEALTH

Better Living for Texas Agent, Celeste Feast, reported 11
presentations and 246 contacts in Q4. She wrapped up Be @
; Well, Live Well classes at Kendelton Church of God and the 5™ §
Street Community Center with an average attendance of 20 at
each class. The Better Living for Texans program funding was
cut in recent federal legislation. However, effective September
Participants in Be Well, Live Well 1, Celeste will become an FCH agent where she will focus on

classes in Kendelton with Celeste  food preservation/food safety and chronic disease prevention, Céleste ot the Access Health
Feast (front) Back-to-School event on Aug 2

Expanded Food and Nutrition Extension Assistant Sujata
Jhangiani conducted 7 classes with an average of 11 people in
each class for a total of 80 participants. At the Fondren Seventh
Day Adventist Church she had a total of 40 participants and 20
graduates in a Healthy Bites, Healthy Moves series. She also
participated at the Benefit Health Fair at the Church on August
27" making about 350 contacts in promotional efforts.

Proud graduates of the Healthy Bites, Healthy Moves class at the
Fondren Seventh Day Adventist Church with Sujata (2nd row-in blue)

PV FCH Agent, Erica Knighton reported work in June with the
Literacy Council of Fort Bend with 5 participants. In July, she
assisted with the Waller County Summer Nutrition Camp program
with 65 youth participating. A Summer Nutrition EFNEP Camp
was also hosted in Fort Bend County with 52 youth participating
- over 3 days, July 22-24. The summer interns lent helping hands. In r> -
YEP Summer Intern, Derr/ck . . Summer Interns Ava Gonzales
Pittman, helped out with the AUgUStr Erica presented a program for 10 people at the Mamie and Alyssa Hernandez, helped
Summer Nutrition Camp  George Community Center. She reported 132 contacts for Q4. at the EFNEP Nutrition Camp

“Youth Fashion Week” was a 3-day camp led by FCH Agent Leticia Hardy, July 15-17. This year, 19 youth
participated in hands-on activities and field trips, then presented a fashion show for friends and family.
Foster Grandparents assisted the first morning, cosmetology school students helped with hair and make-up,
and a modeling school representative showed them how to strut their stuff on the runway.

| - QRLE SCHROk I “

The camp started out with youth learning fashion A field tr/p taught the part:ctpants about hair care  FCH Agent Leticia Hardy recognized participants for
basics including fabrics and sewing techniques and gave the Ogle School students practice their good work. Summer Interns helped out.

Partipants visited five local businesses to learn Day three Was the big Fash/on Show for fr/ends During the Fashion Show participants showed their
about various career pathways and gain skills and family at the Rosenberg Civic Center many talents including voice performance.
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PV-CED Agent, Janelle Johnson was & ™%
integral to the success of the Youth
Fashion Week Camp, leading the
participants in entrepreneurial and
financial management lessons in
“The Business Side of Fashion” j
janll used the “Kahoot” online platform to play a focusing o merChandiSing' sourcing,

trivia game teaching about brand recognition and wholesale strategies. introduced to the world of professional modeling.
In other work, Janelle helped several coworkers with camps. On July 24, she taught 28 senior adults at the Holy
Trinity Church “Protecting Your Finances” offering practical tips for secure banking and online safety.

ol Bt

A ’ i

: B sl 7 : ;
During an in-house Urban Programming Workshop each of the Extension Units in Fort Bend County Extension worked together to coordinate programming

efforts for FY 26 and to discuss and set goals for what they will be known for in their individual role, as units, and for Extension.

Extension Agents regularly spend time in professional development activities to build their skills and develop new ideas.
Above left: creating partnerships; above center: “building” committees; above right: creating “rousing” reports is an important step in career development

In office conference we give On June 6, representatives On August 29, we held a New (Program)
a "GOAT” award (greatest of from Prairie View A&M Year's Eve Party and lunch with a tater-iffic
all time). Recently recognized visited Fort Bend County to  baked potato meal. The party closed with a

* May: Jody Taylor learn more about our needs, sparkling cider “toast” and Dr. Amy Ressler
e Jul: Jarielle Afalobi-Craige  tour the facility, and capture challenging the group to be levitators (aka:

(pictured above) film footage to highlight our leva-"taters”) taking Extension to new heights
* Aug: Dr. Willa Williams work in a future feature. in Fort Bend County in the coming year.
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A acs ~ " Robert Perez, joined the
%‘}%’;‘J,l . % Fort Bend  County
._.5 SXTENSION, Extension staff in the

j Office Assistant position
=& on August 18. He is a
-*ﬂ-“ retired ag teacher and
A school administrator.

i Bl
As a volunteer, Robert led the Queen City 4-H
Club in Hidalgo County for many years and is
now leading a Vet Science 4-H Club here in Fort
Bend County. He is a graduate of Texas A&M
Kingsville with a BS in agriculture education. He
and his wife Tilly are proud parents of four
daughters who were all active in 4-H and FFA.
When he and his wife retired in 2017, they moved
to Fort Bend County to be near kids and
grandkids. Robert is a member of the HSLR
Livestock Committee and attends St. Laurence
Catholic Church in Sugar Land. He enjoys working
with students and their livestock projects.

g Koy

Dr. Abdul Hakeem was honored with the 2025
Cooperative Extension Program Extension
Award, from Prairie View A&M University
President's Office on August 19, 2025 for
significant efforts in advancing the land-grant
mission. He was recognized for his outstanding
work as a Agriculture and Natural Resources
Agent serving Fort Bend and Brazoria Counties.

) . _ P I!‘ . I'I i i =re .- J
Dr. Abdul Hakeem is honored with a prestigious award
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Courts of Texas Cooperating.

“If your actions create a legacy that inspires others to
dream more, do more and become more, then, you
are an excellent leader” - Dolly Parton

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment
to all persons. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Dr. Amy Ressler presented
at the Prairie View A&M
fI A R E Conference on
.. August 6. (ARE: Academics,
Rese'arch, and xtension) The conference is
professional development for the College of
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (CAFNR). Dr.
Ressler discussed her research on the relationship
between servant leadership style and job satisfaction
among Extension employees. Her topic “Humble and
Happy” shared ways to cultivate humility in work and
life. Fort Bend Agents, Dr. Abdul Hakeem, Janelle
Johnson, Jose Cavazos, and Erica Knighton attended
the entire conference and Amy’s presentation.

A group of 15 agricultural policy «
and marketing specialists with
USDA's Foreign Agricultural
Service in U.S. embassies ©

abroad visited the Extension FAS representatives from
office on July 10. Jody Taylor around the world came to visit
gave an overview of the agriculture work in Fort Bend
County. The group toured the demonstration gardens
before continuing their tour in the Houston area.

Wf IN THE NEXT QUARTER:

e New Program Year begins: September 1

e Master Gardener 2026 Intern Training
begins: September 2

e Fort Bend County Fair and AG'tivity Barn
school tours on weekdays, public interface
nights and weekends: Sep 26 - Oct 5

e National 4-H Week, theme “Beyond Ready":
Oct 5- 11; at Commissioners Court Oct 9

e One Day 4-H day of service: October 11

¢ Model Rocket Workshop: October 25 and
Model Rocket Contest: November 1

e Pecan Harvest Festival: November 22

For more information:

Dr. Amy Ressler

County Extension Director

Fort Bend County

281.342.3034
amy.ressler@ag.tamu.edu

FORTBEND.AGRILIFE.ORG
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